THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

The Closing Days of August
During August 1075 persons were killed in this
country and 1261 seriously injured by enemy air
action. The raids continued on a fairly heavy scale
up to the end of the month; repeated attempts to
pierce our defences and to cripple the Royal Air
Force by striking at its aerodromes were foiled, and
in the four closing days of the month, August 28
to 31, 189 German aircraft were destroyed. We lost
on these four days eighty-five fighters, forty pilots
and three air gunners; the last represented, it is to
be presumed, the loss of three Defiants. Berlin,
meanwhile, experienced its heaviest attack, up to
that date, on the night of August 29, It was raided
again on the following night, and on the night of
September i Munich was visited by our bombers
for the first time: a worse sacrilege, perhaps, in Herr
Hitler's eyes than the raids on Berlin.
The Early September Encounters
The attacks on our own aerodromes in south-east
England continued in the opening days of Septem-
ber and heavy losses were again inflicted on the
Luftwaffe', they amounted, for the six days, Septem-
ber i to 6, to 244 aircraft; our losses in the same
period were 106 fighters, but the pilots of sixty-four
of these were saved. The outskirts of London were
reached more than once in these raids. In the early
hours of the night of September 4, the gunfire in one
part of the outer London defences was almost con-
tinuous. The Royal Air Force stations were, how-
ever, the main objectives. The recurrent attacks
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